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What do you have planned for this year? What might have been a simple question at one time…well, it 
isn’t quite so simple anymore. The past few years have introduced a certain level of uncertainty into our 
lives when it comes to planning. Vacations, weddings, and graduations were postponed, cancelled, or 
moved to virtual events. Tickets weren’t enough for certainty, because attendance may have been limited 
by a surge in positive cases or a new local mandate. Elective surgeries were no longer allowed. Even 
something like going to work became working from home or getting furloughed. What’s the result? It has 
become increasingly difficult to feel entirely confident as we make any significant plans for the future. 
 
At the same time, we do have some influence when it comes to our plans for our own lives. Starting any 
good habit might be difficult, because it is a matter of making consistently good choices time and time 
again. I can’t just decide to get in shape, for instance. I have to choose exercise over other potential 
priorities on a consistent basis. Over time, those choices become a habit. Once a pattern is established, 
then the choice becomes easier, because this is what I do.  
 
Apply the same principle to your spiritual life. For some of us, it seems like a big deal to read the Bible in 
a year—and it is. If you’ve never been through the entire book before, it can seem intimidating. Ask 
around, though. I think you’d find that for those of us who have been a part of By Scripture Alone for a 
year or two (or longer) already, it’s hard to imagine life without regular time in God’s Word. My prayer is 
that every year a few more people decide, and decide again, and establish a pattern of what we might call 
a devotional life. For those of us who already have something, perhaps there is a slight adjustment we can 
make to enhance or strengthen our devotional life.  
 
It's tough to plan a year. But we can all plan what we do today. Instead of waiting to have more time for 
healthy habits, let’s start by making time for God’s Word today. Carve out some time to have a quiet 
moment with God. See what plans he has for you. Confess the sins his Word exposes. Find comfort in 
forgiveness that is already won, paid for, and promised forever. Remember that you are rescued from 
worry when you live close to our Father. And realize that you are one day closer to the blissful inheritance 
God has planned for you.  
 
May God bless our Bible reading this year. I’m so glad you’ll be a part of By Scripture Alone in 2022.  
 


